
 Design For Life 
 LCB Depot’s exhibi�on & events programme highlights work from different crea�ve prac�ces every 
 month. In October 2022 the focus is on the built and lived environment including architecture 
 interior and product design. 

 Work is exhibited across the site and online from  3  rd  – 21  st  October 2022, Mon to Fri, 9am - 5pm 

 To find out more visit  h�p://lcbdepot.co.uk/event/architecture2022 

 #architecture  @lcbdepot 

 Leicester Markets 

 Hickman & Smith Architects 
 Screen/VR, Wall Hanging. 

 Hickman & Smith Architects is proud to announce their role in developing the aesthe�c appearance 
 and layout of Leicester’s historic outdoor market. Commissioned by Leicester City Council, this 
 project is part of the strategic regenera�on of the city centre. Key aims included the need for a 
 brighter, lighter, safer, and more welcoming public space to encourage people to spend �me at the 
 historic outdoor market. 

 Leicester Market is steeped in archaeological heritage, with signs of an opera�ng market da�ng back 
 to Roman �mes. Falling within the Market Place Conserva�on Area, this project required a sensi�ve 
 interven�on to provide a flexible modern market, alongside essen�al works to address the 
 dilapida�on of certain structures. 

 Proposals had to consider the need for improved natural light, shelter, security and surveillance. 
 Along with the adapta�on and replacement of old wooden stalls, the new stalls will have flexible 
 canopies allowing secure lock up for traders. Improvements include a central children’s play area, the 
 reloca�on of the café, and a warmer area for people to eat and drink during the colder months. The 
 closed market roof has also been adapted. 

 Director and Architect, David Hickman said “There are few open, green spaces in the city centre, 
 where people can sit and enjoy their surroundings. By opening up the market roof, we are exposing 
 historical architectural gems that people currently miss, due to them being obscured.” 

 Reflec�ng the city council’s Connec�ng Leicester ac�vi�es, Hickman & Smith Architects wanted to 
 make it easier for people to move across the outdoor market. A mul�func�onal arrival space at the 
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 intersec�on of Green Dragon Square links the spaces together. It was important to create a cohesive 
 connec�on between the Food Hall and surrounding retail areas, such as St Mar�ns, The Lanes, 
 Granby Street and the High Street. 

 As city centres across the UK struggle with the challenges of a vola�le retail sector, encouraging 
 foo�all across our high streets and retail areas is crucial for the local economy. Developing a more 
 open and flexible space will help to retain and promote fresh produce, value ranges, atmosphere and 
 local history. David Hickman con�nued “We wanted to create a vibrant, high-quality look and feel to 
 the market to encourage foo�all. The stalls will be well-lit and easy to navigate, ensuring this zone 
 will become an appealing evening des�na�on, especially for special events and seasonal fes�vi�es”. 

 Refurbishment works for Leicester Market will be delivered in phases over 15 months, which will 
 involve traders reloca�ng to a temporary market in Green Dragon Square. 

 NFS 

 Ar�st Bio 

 Hickman & Smith Architects is a RIBA chartered prac�ce with a passion for crea�ng beau�ful spaces. 
 Established in 2012 with an office in Leicester, the team work on projects across the UK. 

 @hickmanandsmitharchitects 
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